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Bob Kohl captains the Bay Spirit out of
Hyannis. His Glenna's Team T-shirt is in honor
of his daughter, who died of skin cancer at 26.
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Inzide the
wheelhouse
of the Bay
Spirit, Capt.
Bob Kohl
indicates that
SUnsCcresn

is given out
on tours

as part of
the family's
memarial to
Glenna. The
Kohls also
work to raise
AWAreness
and money
for =kin can-
cer research
through The
Glenna Kohl
Fund for
Hope.

BY ROBERT D. ARON, PH.D.

orn of an accountant father and
a homemaker mother in land-

locked Needham, never did Bob

Kohl suspect he would spend
the majority of his life on the
oceans, ranging from Cape Cod to

Alaska.

He described his mother as a smart,
warm, 1950s housewife who was always
there for him, working when he was a teen-
ager, which was fine with him, as he could
then get into a little mischief. Bob's father
was a hard-working accountant for General
Motors and had to travel a great deal. Bob
had two older sisters, all three years apart,
and they all got along well.

Bob did satisfactorily in school, enjoy-
ing the sciences and mathematics, until he
arrived in high school and began to enjoy
the 1960s too much. His parents decided
to place him at the former Huntington
Preparatory School on Huntington Avenue
in Boston, where he graduated in 1970 and
then spent an extra year honing his aca-

demic skills.

Capt. Bob and Glenna

www.Bay Spirit Tours.com
www.burialsatseacapecod.com
Bay Spirit Tours

180 Ocean St.

Hyannis, MA 02601
s08-771-0107

www.glennasfund.org

The Glenna Kohl Fund for Hope

Bob was exposed to the water early in life.
His family and three others shared a lake boat,
which is ironic considering how salty Bob
became. Back then, thu::n.tg%lJ he preferred fresh
water because the ocean was too salty, wavy
and cold.

After graduation, his parents wanted him to
go on to college, but Bob had different ideas.
Never one to shy away from hard work, he rode
his bicycle five or six miles daily to a warehouse
job.

See story, next page
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she taught children to swim. Then,
in 2005, a lump was discovered in

her groin. The family still went to

Tortola on a planned vacation with
friends, with Bob captaining their

catamaran.

Upon returning, Glenna was diag-
nosed with melanoma, which at first
he and his Colleen knew little about.
An agonizing three years followed,
with Glenna receiving numerous
treatments, including experimental
trials at the National Institutes of
Health. Bob had to significantly cur-
tail his fishing to be available to his
daughter, but fortunately, friends and
family were extremely supportive,
and his sister moved in with them
tor three years. His wife's employer
in Sandwich, the Horsley Witten
Group, did everything possible to
help out, including al%owmg Bob and
Colleen to stay at the company con-
dominium in Boston when necessary
for Glenna's treatments at Massachu-
setts General Hospital.

Glenna ultimately had to go
through surgeries, chemotherapy and
radiation to her brain when her can-
cer spread. Glenna's friends at college
were wonderfully supportive, holding
fundraisers to generate cash for her
so she did not have to ask her parents
tor spending money.

Atter Glenna died on Nov. 20,
2008, her friends wanted to do
something to honor her memory. As
Glenna had spent time in tanning
booths, her friends wanted to raise
public awareness of the dangers of
the sun and tanning beds. Glenna
herself, before hefgleathJ became
involved with the Melanoma Foun-
dation and gave lectures when she
could. These friends formed The
Glenna Kohl Fund For Hope, whose
fundraising proceeds go d11‘ecth to
Massachusetts General Hospital for
melanoma research. The funds are
derived from an annual Cape Cod
Masquerade Ball. Thus far, approxi-
mately $60,000 has been raised,
and the same medication trials that
Glenna was involved in, have yielded
SOme great successes.

In Glenna's honor, her college,
Salve Regina University, allowed a
onetime tundraiser in EEI honor,
something the school had never al-
lowed bE{%:E

An annual road race named the
Piggy Trot (this vear held in May) is
sponsored at Dowes Beach in Oster-

ville, with funds providing shade for
lifeguards and people Dﬁnﬁle beach.
The nickname Piggy was derived
from some of Glenna’s roommates
who came home one night and

caught her eating candy (something
that Glenna hardly ever did, because
she was diligent about her dJiEt::I
Glenna was forever embarrassed by
her lasting nickname.

Some n% Glenna's friends played
hockey, and because Glenna attended
all of their games, the fund has also
engaged some retired Boston Bruin
players to put on charity hockey
pames.

After Glenna died, Bob realized he
had to do something with the rest of
his life, as he was too young to retire.
Being creative and recalling how
much the family had enjoyed their
catamaran vacation in Tortola, in
2009 Bob bought a motorized cata-
maran from a Florida aquarium. The
boat required a significant financial
expenditure, but Bob had learned to
trust his instinct and was never one
to shy away from risk.

He .5:111|E:ir the boat back to Hyannis,
taking inland waterways, and having
a number of unexp ected mechani-
cal breakdowns, f'urther straining
his budget. When he finally arrived
back on Cape Cod, to his chagrin,
he found out there were numerous
Coast Guard inspections that needed
to be performed and would cost
much more than the funds he had
left. Fortunately, state Representa-
tive William Delahunt came to his
rescue, interceding with the Coast
Guard. He was allowed to begin his
charter business pns oning some of
the inspections £w months,

MNow Bob's busmess Bay Spirit
Tours, is doing well, and his E
Jacob, has been involved with the
boat full time since the beginni
The boat has a liquor license, offers
sunset cruises, lighthouse tc:ursJ pri-
vate charters and a running narrative
history of the sites of Cape Cod.

Bob also offers burials at sea,
which he found emotionally painful
at first, but has now come to see asa
wonderful gift to people who want to
bury their loved ones in the ocean.

This summer, Bob is exploring
a new service that would involve
eco- tours, during which his son will
be diving with a mask and camera,
exploring shipwrecks and the un-
derwater environment of Cape Cod.
Video and narration would be fed
from Jacob back to the boat. #

For the highest quality care,
you need the highest rated team.

Continuing Care at Linden Ponds
receives top rating from U.S.
News & World Report.

When choosing the best care for your loved one, look no
further than the nursing care offered at Linden Ponds
on the South Shore. We're proud to be ranked as a Top
MNursing Home for 2014. It's just another example of the
quality care you can expect from us.

A limited number of private nursing care rooms are now
available. Call 1-800-917-2914 for more information.

BEST

NURSING HOMES

Linden Ponds is an active

and vibrant continuing care
retirement community offering
independent living, outpatient
rehabilitation, short-term
rehabilitation, memory care
and long-term nursing care.

II..F‘_"--""---.__
f@ Linden Ponds

Add more Living o your Life*
South Shore

EricksonLiving.com
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